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Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action dated September 23, 2003 in the above-identified 
patent application, which sets forth a 1 -month period for response. No fees are believed to be 
due. 

REMARKS 

A. Restriction Requirement 

In the Action, the Examiner asserts that the claims are drawn to patentably distinct 
inventions. In this regard, the Examiner has issued a restriction requirement, requiring election 
between the following two groups: 

Group I: Claims 27-34, drawn to a container, classified in class 220; subclass 657; and 

Group II: Claims 1-26, drawn to a membrane lid, classified in class 220, subclass 359.2. 

Applicants hereby traverse the restriction requirement made by the Examiner and 
provisionally elect Group I. Applicants reserve the right to file a petition from the requirement 
for restriction pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.144. 

Claims 27-35 are believed to read upon provisionally elected Group I. 

B. Election of Species Requirement 

The Examiner states that the inventions of Group I and Group II are related as 
subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single combination. The Examiner further 
states that the subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately 
usable and that the "invention of Group II has separate utility such as a lid for a container not 
requiring the sides of the container lip to be structurally differently than the corner portions of the 


